
Mitigation Banking Basics

Mitigation and Conservation 
Banking: An Overview



Mitigation and Conservation Banks

ÅOffsets impacts for multiple projects

ÅGenerate credits via habitat preservation, 
enhancement, restoration and/or creation

ÅCredits established via UMAM, WRAP or other 
assessment method

ÅSell credits within mitigation service area

ÅInstead of (or in addition to) on-site mitigation



Types of Mitigation and 
Conservation Banks

ÅWetland Mitigation Bank

ÅRegional Offsite Mitigation Area (ROMA)

ÅWildlife Conservation Bank/Recipient Site

ÅMulti-Function Ecosystem Banks

ÅCarbon Sequestration Sites

ÅWater Quality Trading
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Like

ÅWatershed focus

ÅMore successful than 
on-site mitigation

ÅGreater assurance of 
long-term management

ÅEasier to track

Å2008 Corps of Engineers 
guidance favors banks
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ÅShifts habitat from one 
location to another

ÅPerceived disincentive 
to reduce impacts



Functional Assessment Methods

ÅFlorida: UMAM (Feb. 2004), WRAP,  etc.

ÅNationally:  HEP, WET, HGM

ÅNC (potentially SC, VA): NC-WAM

ÅMontana and Rockies: MWAM

ÅTX: WHAP



Mitigation BankτBluefield Ranch

ÅWestern St. Lucie and 
Martin Counties

Å2,000 acres upland; 700 
acres wetland

ÅPlug ditches, remove 
exotics, replace pasture 
with mesic/hydric pine

Å1,240 WRAP credits

Å13-basin service area


