











| Exceptional weather conditions lead to record high manatee count

After nearly two weeks of record cold weather in Florida, biologists
counted an all-time-high number of manatees during the annual synoptic
survey the week of Jan. 11.

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission's (FWC) Fish and
Wildlife Research Institute reported a preliminary count of 5,067 mana-
tees statewide. A team of 21 observers from 10 organizations counted
2,779 manatees on Florida's East Coast and 2,288 on the West Coast. The
final numbers will be available at the end of February, following verification

of the survey data.

This year's count exceeded the previ-
ous high count from 2009 by more than
1,200 animals. The survey conditions were
favorable for aerial observations in both
years, but were especially favorable this
year as a result of the extended period of
cold weather.

B Dt pawer iant ot Avollo Beocn. —°* "This year's high count reflects the influ-

(E photo by Katherme friseh) ence that weather has on aerial survey
results," said FWC biologist Holly Edwards. "The record-breaking cold tem-
peratures helped to bring many more manatees to the warm-water sites
than in previous years. In addition, the calm, clear weather conditions on
the days of the survey helped us to see and count record numbers."

The goal of the synoptic survey is to count as many manatees as possible.
The survey results provide researchers with a minimum number of mana-
tees in Florida waters at the time of the survey. Synoptic results are not
population estimates and should not be used to assess trends.

While this year's results do not mean the manatee population grew by more
than 1,200 animals in a single year, they do tell researchers there are at
least 5,000 manatees in Florida waters. The FWC is encouraged to have

Special Lighting Ticket Prices:

* Last 7 Row Seat — $15

+ Terrace Center Seat — $36

* Club Endzone Seat — $50

+ Lower Level Endzone Seat — $65
Call Christopher Duffy at 813-301-
6912 to place your order today!
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FEB. 4 T:3IPM FEB. 6 7:30PM FEB. 3 7:30PM

]
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I counted so many manatees. The high count is consis-
:Ten‘r with models that show the manatee population
1is growing or stable in most areas of the state.
I"Counting this many manatees is wonderful news,"
I'said FWC Chairman Rodney Barreto. "The high count
1 this year shows that our long-term conservation ef-
I forts are working."

' The cold weather that helped researchers obtain
| the record high count also highlighted the impor-
I tance of warm-water habitat for the species. During
:’rhe recent cold snap, biologists noted unusually large
jhumbers of manatees gathered in the warm-water
Isites for extended periods of time. FWC research-
:ers, managers and law enforcement officers closely
i monitored the large numbers of manatees depend-
Ient on these sites. To maintain the species info the
:fufur'e, the FWC will continue to monitor threats
1such as loss of warm-water habitat which, models
lindicate, can profoundly affect the manatee popula-
'tion.

i For more information about manatees and synoptic
Isurveys, visit http://research.MyFWC.com.




TBAEP Student Zone
UNIVERSITY OF
l SF SOUTH FLORIDA
ST. PETERSBURG

Student Chapter of Environmental Professionals
-PRESENTS-

THE 2"° ANNUAL SCEP
“"SPRING RECEPTION 2010
&
Environment Sciences Career Day

Featuring Guest Speaker:
Fisheries & Conservation Biologist
Dr. Jack Grove

Meet Members of the Tampa Bay Association of
Environmental Professionals as well as other Environmental
Employers from the Tampa Bay Area!

When: Thursday, March 25™

Where: Davis Room #130

Career Day Events from 12:00 - 4:00pm
Guest Speaker from 4:30 -6:00pm

Please join us!
Refreshments and Hours devours will be served!



DEP RELEASES RETAIL BAGS REPORT
1, Q After gathering public input from numerous stakeholders and organizations, the
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) released its report on the
(6 need for new or different regulation of retail bags to Governor Charlie Crist and
the Florida Legislature. The Energy, Climate Change and Economic Security Act
of 2008 directed the DEP to perform an analysis and submit a comprehensive re-
Photo credit: saywithgreencom  POI'T 0N the “necessity and efficacy” of retail bags regulation by February 1, 2010. Photo credit: FDEP

The report provides an assessment of the impacts associated with current use and disposal of retail bags as well as an
analysis of potential options that seek to reduce single-use bags and encourage the use of reusable bags. Each option is
presented with the potential pros and cons of implementation in an effort to provide policymakers the information needed
to weigh and balance the effect of proposed actions on the environment, regulated community and the consumer.
"Currently in Florida, 88 percent of plastic bags and 63 percent of paper bags are thrown away rather than recycled which
can harm our natural resources,” said DEP Secretary Michael W. Sole. "The report provides a host of options to improve
those numbers and by working together, the retail industry and government, we can achieve that goal.”

Almost every retail establishment provides bags
for its customers and studies show that Ameri-
The Clark Advantage_- cans used almost 90 billion bags in 2003. The re-

port explains how improperly discarded plastic
bags can affect wildlife, marine life, landfill op-
eration and flood control systems and explores
the various approaches that other states and
counties have taken to address this issue.

The report also identifies and recognizes the

efforts many retailers are already implementing
* Two FDEP permitted & CERCLA approved facilities: Thermal Treatment § 1o promote the use of reusable bags.
& Waste Processing/Solidification

o
©

The information and options in the report were
developed based on broad research and contribu-

+ Thermal treatment of petroleum soils & sludges in bulk & drums
» Disposal of hazardous/non-hazardous materials & waste tions of stakeholders who participated in two pub-

+ Rolloff & Vac Truck Services lic workshops. In addition, the dedicated retail
* LTL drum service - 2 hr. window, liftgate, manifests & labels bag Web site had nearly 6,000 visits - the site
» Woman-0wned Small Business includes meeting summaries, draft notes and other

« DBE & MBE Certified m o details.
The next step in the process is for the Legis-

+ Exceptional Customer Care PRVEIORLEIAL

Phhone: (BN} 276-2187 Fax: (B63] 425-285F . . .
wnawy. ThermalTreatment. com islative session.

lature to consider the options during the 2010 leg-

Employment Opportunity
HRP Associates, Inc. is seeking an individual with 3-5 years of experience in environmental compliance and environ-
mental management systems. Projects vary from compliance auditing, permit and spill control plan preparation to indus-
trial hygiene testing and implementation of environmental management systems for our corporate and college clients. The
successful candidate will possess a BS degree in environmental engineering or related field. Individual must have good oral
and written communication skills and be proficient in MS Office products. Please fax your resume to 727-942-2113.

UPCOMING CONFERENCES & WORKSHOPS

WASTE-TO-FUELS CONFERENCE & TRADE SHOW APRIL 18-20 JACKSONVILLE Waste-to-Fuels Conference & Trade Show
NAEP 35TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE APR 27-30 ATLANTA, GA NAEP Annual Conference
2010 NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL PARTNERSHIP SUMMIT May 25-27 ORLANDO, FL National Environmental Partnership Summit

THE GREATER EVERGLADES: ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION: A

LIVING LABORATORY OF CHANGE JuLy 12-16 NAPLES, FL GEER Conference

4TH NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON ECOSYSTEM RESTORATION AuG 1-5 2011 BALTIMORE, MD  NCER 2011 Conference



http://waste-to-fuels.org/
http://www.naep.org/mc/page.do?sitePageId=92305&orgId=naep
www.environmentalsummit.org
http://conference.ifas.ufl.edu/GEER2010/
http://www.conference.ifas.ufl.edu/NCER2011/
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New Member? O Yes O No Renewal? O Yes O No Date

O $60 Chapter Membership and FAEP Membership O $10 Student Membership

National Association of Environmental Professionals Membership (optional)

Questions?
Contact Greg Page
(Membership Services)
Greg.Page@Arcadis-us.com

O $150 NAEP only Dues (NAEP Member # )
First Name: Last Name:
Title/Position: To pay by credit card, join online at:
www.faep-fl.org
Affiliation: and click on membership application.
) Mail checks to:
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O (110)Waste Management O (120)Other
Degree(s)/Year University
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